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      The historical relationship between the city of Rome and the Jewish people is fraught with paradox. As capital of a mighty empire and missionizing church, Rome for Jews has often appeared a source of unyielding oppression and persecution. Yet Jews have lived continuously in Rome for more than two thousand years, longer than in virtually any other city in the world. According to legend, even the Messiah is among them, biding his time in Rome until the end of days. Rome for the Jews is thus at once symbolic of exile and home, of destruction and redemption. In this seminar we will investigate the significance of Rome for Jewish history and identity. We will compare and contrast Rome and Israel as chosen nations invested with world-historical purpose; explore the tradition of Rome as the biblical Edom; trace the links between Rome and Jewish messianism; and consider the unique features and experience of the Roman Jewish community. In sum, this seminar will offer an in-depth examination of the vexed ties binding the "eternal city" and "immortal people" (as Mark Twain described the Jews).[footnoteRef:1] [1:  "All things are mortal but the Jew; all other forces pass, but he remains. What is the secret of his immortality?"] 


Class and Office Hours:

Seminar Meetings: Th 2:00-4:50 (Italian Seminar Room, Royce 342)
Office Hours: Wed 2:30-3:30 or by appointment

Requirements and Grading:

I. Attendance and active participation in seminar meetings. In addition, participants will give 5-minute, informal presentations on some aspect of the reading at each session (20%).

II. Seminar presentation: Students will give a 20-30 minute presentation on one occasion during the quarter (20%).

III. 15-25 seminar paper on an approved topic (60%). Students should provisionally indicate their topic to me by 11.17. 
 
(Note: Auditors may be asked to participate and give presentations)

I. Provisional Syllabus:  
 
NB: Seminar participants are not expected to complete all reading assignments for each meeting. On occasion, sources and articles will be distributed to participants based on interest and specialization to enhance classroom discussion.

1. (09.22) Introduction: Two Chosen Nations and The Beginnings of the Rome-Judaism Encounter

1) Martin Goodman, Rome and Jerusalem: The Clash of Ancient Civilizations 	(London: Allen Lane, 2007), Ch. 1 ("A Tale of Two Cities") pp. 33-67; Ch. 	11 ("The Road to Destruction") pp. 397-444.
2) Nadav Sharon, "Between Opposition to the Hasmoneans and Resistance to 	Rome" in Reactions to Empire in John Anthony Dunne and Dan Batovici, 	eds., Reactions to Empire (Tübingen: Mohr Siebeck, 2014), pp. 41-54.
3) Harry J. Leon, "Chapter 1: The Historical Record" in The Jews of Ancient Rome, 	updated edition (Peabody, MA: Hendrickson Publishers, 1960), pp. 1-38.

 
2. 09.29: Jews and Romans: The Reciprocal Exploration of Origins 

Primary:
Menahem Stern, ed., Greek and Latin Authors on Jews and Judaism (Jerusalem : 	Israel Academy of Sciences and Humanities, 1974-1984), 3 vols., 	selections.

Secondary:
1) G. D. Cohen, “Esau as Symbol in Early Medieval Thought,” in Altmann, A. (ed.), 	Jewish Medieval and Renaissance Studies (Cambridge, MA: Harvard 	University Press, 1967), pp. 19-48.
2) Louis H. Feldman, “Remember Amalek!”: Vengeance, Zealotry, and Group 	Destruction in the Bible according to Philo, Pseudo-Philo, and Josephus 	(Cincinnati, Hebrew Union College Press, 2004), pp. 62-7.
3) Israel Jacob Yuval, Two Nations in Your Womb: Perceptions of Jews and 	Christians in Late Antiquity and the Middle Ages, trans. B. Harshav and J. 	Chipman (Berkeley, University of California Press, 2006), pp. 3-20.
4) Katell Berthelot, "'The rabbis write back!': L’enjeu de la 'parenté' entre Israël 	et Rome-Ésaü-Edom." Revue de l’Histoire des Religions 233,2 (2016), pp. 	165-192.
5) Louis H. Feldman, "Pro-Jewish intimations in Tacitus’ Account of Jewish 	Origins," Revue des Etudes Juives 150,3-4 (1991), pp. 331-360.
6) Louis H. Feldman, "Abba Kolon and the founding of Rome." Jewish Quarterly 	Review 81.3 (1991), pp. 239-266.


3. (10.06) Accommodating Rome, Resisting Rome 

Primary:
Josephus Flavius, Judean Antiquities and Jewish War, selections
Selections from rabbinic literature

Secondary:
1) Sarit Kattan Gribetz, "A Matter of Time: Writing Jewish Memory into Roman 	History," AJS Review 40.1 (2016), pp. 57-86. 
2) Bernie Hodkin, "Theologies of Resistence: A Re-examination of Rabbinic 	Traditions about Rome" in John Anthony Dunne and Dan Batovici, eds., 	Reactions to Empire (Tübingen: Mohr Siebeck, 2014), pp. 163-177
3) Ron Naiweld, "The use of rabbinic traditions about Rome in the Babyloanian 	Talmud," Revue de l’Histoire des Religions 233,2 (2016), pp. 255-285.
4) Joshua Levinson, "'Tragedies Naturally Performed': Fatal Charades, Parodia 	Sacra, and the Death of Titus," in Richard Kalmin and Seth Schwartz, eds., 	Jewish Culture and Society Under the Christian Roman Empire (Leuven: 	Peeters, 2003), pp. 349-382.
5) Margaret Williams, “Being a Jew in Rome: Sabbath Fasting as an Expression of 	Romano-Jewish Identity,” in Negotiating Diaspora: Jewish Strategies in the 	Roman Empire, ed. John M. G. Barclay (London: T&T Clark International, 	2004), pp. 8–18. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]6) Leonard Victor Rutgers, The Jews in Late Ancient Rome: Evidence of Cultural 	Interactin in the Roman Diaspora (Leiden: Brill, 1995), Chapter 2: "The 	Archaeology of Jewish Rome: A Case-Study in the Interaction Between Jews 	and Non-Jews in Late Antiquity," pp. 50-99; Chapter 6: "The Literary 	Production of the Jewish Community of Rome in Late Antiquity," pp. 	210-259.
 
4. (10.13) Medieval Rome: Popes and Jews

Primary:
1) Sicut Iudaeis (The Jews are taken under papal protection) 
2) Benjamin of Tudela, Itinerary (excerpt)
3) Canon Benedict, Mirabilia urbis (excerpt)

Secondary:
1) Rebecca Rist, Popes and Jews, 1095–1291
	Chapter 1: "Jewish ideas about the papacy" (pp. 28-65)
	Chapter 7: "The City of Rome" (pp. 226-245) 
 2) Amnon Linder, "'The Jews too were not absent'...," Jewish Quarterly Review 	99.3 (2009), pp. 323-395
3) Abrahm Berger, "Captive at the Gate of Rome: The Story of a Messianic Motif,"
	Proceedings of the American Academy for Jewish Research 44 (1977), pp. 1-	17
4) Marie Thérèse Champagne and Ra'anan S. Boustan, "Walking in the Shadows 	of the Past: The Jewish Experience of Rome in the Twelfth Century," Rome 	Re-Imagined: Twelfth-Century Jews, Christians and Muslims Encounter the 	Eternal City, ed. Louis I. Hamilton and Stefano Riccioni (Leiden: Brill, 	2011), pp. 52-82.

 
5. (10.20) Jews and High Renaissance Rome 

A. Humanist Discourse
Primary:
1) David Reubeni, Diary, excerpts
2) Egidio da Viterbo, Treatise on the Hebrew Letters (selections)

Secondary:
1) Charles L. Stinger, The Renaissance in Rome (Bloomington, IN: Indiana 	University Press, 1985), selections  
2) Daniel Stein Kokin, "Entering the Labyrinth: On the Hebraic and Kabbalistic 	Universe of Egidio da Viterbo," in Hebraic Aspects of the Renaissance: 	Sources and Encounters, eds. Ilana Zinguer, Abraham Melamed, and Zur 	Shalev (Leiden: Brill, 2011), esp. pp. 31-40.

B. Sistine Chapel

Secondary:
1) Barbara Wisch, "Vested Interest: Redressing Jews on Michelangelo's Sistine 	Ceiling," Artibus et Historiae 24.48 (2003), pp. 143-172 
2) Benjamin Blech and Roy Doliner, The Sistine Secrets (London: JR Books, 2008), 	selections
3) Giovanni Careri, La torpeur des ancêtres (Paris: École des hautes études, 	2013), selections


6. (10.27) Into the Ghetto

Primary:
1) "Cum nimis Absurdum" (from Kenneth Stow, Catholic Thought and Papal 	Jewry Policy, pp. 291-298)

Secondary:
1) Kenneth Stow, "The Consciousness of Closure: Roman Jewry and its Ghet," pp. 	386-397.
2) Attilio Milano, Il Ghetto di Roma (selections: 1. Capitolo 11: "Atti di ossequio e 	scene di dileggio," pp. 307-328; 2. Capitolo 17: "La parlata," pp. 435-471
3) Marina Caffiero, Battesimi forzati: Storie di ebrei, cristiani e convertiti nella 	Roma dei papi (Rome: Viella, 2004), selections
4) Simona Feci, "Death of a Miller," Jewish History 7.2 (1993), pp. 9-27
5) Åsa Boholm, "Christian Construction of the Other: The Role of Jews in the 	Early Modern Carnival of Rome," Journal of Mediterranean Studies 24,1 	(2015), pp. 37-52. 

 
7. (11.03) Revivals: Risorgimento, Renewal, and Return 
 
A. Risorgimento 
Primary:
1) Massimo d'Azeglio, Dell'emancipazione civile degl' israeliti  
2) David Levi, selected poems
3) Giuseppe Révere, selected poems

Secondary:
1) Roberto Maria Dainotto, "The Jewish Risorgimento and the Questione Romana," in The Italian Jewih Experience, pp. 107-115

B. Urban Renewal of Ghetto
Primary:
1) Ricordo della consacrazione e inaugurazione del nuovo tempio israelitico di Roma (1904) 

Secondary:
1) L. Scott Lerner, "Narrating over the Ghetto of Rome," Jewish Social Studies 8 (2002), pp. 1-38  

C. Rome and the Return to Zion
Primary:
1) Moses Hess, Rome and Jerusalem (excerpts)
2) Vladimir Jabotinsky, Story of My Life, ed. Brian Horowitz and Leonid Katsis (Detroit: Wayne State University Press, 2016), excerpts 
 

8. (11.10) Rome and Jewish Pilgrimage  

A. Arch of Titus
Steven Fine, The Menorah: From the Bible to Modern Israel (Cambridge, MA: 	Harvard University Press, 2016), selections TBA

B. Michelangelo
Primary:
1) Vasari, Vita di Michelangelo (excerpt)
2) Sigmund Freud, The Moses of Michelangelo, in Sigmund Freud: Volume XIII, pp. 	211-238

Secondary:
1) Stephen Bertman, "The Antisemitic Origin of Michelangelo's Horned Moses" in 	Shofar 27.4 (2009), pp. 95-106
2) Asher D. Biemann, Dreaming of Michelangelo: Jewish Variations on a Modern 	Theme (Stanford: Standford University Press, 2012), pp. 27-35, 37-77

C. Ghetto
Ferdinand Gregorovius, The Ghetto and the Jews of Rome, trans. Moses Hadas 	(New York, Schocken Books, 1948), selections

 
9. (11.17) The Eclipse: Roman Jews Under Fascism and Occupation

Primary:
1) Giacomo Debenedetti, 16 ottobre 1943 (Palermo: Sellerio editore 1993) or 	English edition
2) Franca Tagliacozzo, Gli ebrei romani raccontanto la "propria" Shoah
3) Fabio della Seta, The Tiber Afire  

Secondary:
1) "A Family of the Ghetto: The Di Verolis of Rome" in Alexander Stille, 	Benevolence and Betrayal: Five Italian Jewish Families Under Fascism 	(London: Jonathan Cape, 1992), pp. 167-222, 325-335
2) "The Baptized Rabbi of Rome," in Robert G. Weisbord and Wallace P. 	Sillanpoa, The Chief Rabbi, the Pope, and the Holocaust: An Era in Vatican-	Jewish Relations (New Brunswick: Transaction Publishers 1992), pp. 127-	146.

Film screening (details TBA): Concorrenza Sleale (2001) 
 
(11.24  Thanksgiving, no meeting)

10. (12.01) Conclusion: Tailors, Gladiators, and Artichokes, or Jews and Rome in the late 2oth and early 21st Century

Primary:
1) Pope John Paul II, Spiritual Pilgrimage: Texts on Jews and Judaism (1979-1995), 	eds. Eugene J. Fisher and Leon Klenicki (New York: Crossroad, 1995), 	selected texts.  

Secondary:
1) Kenneth Stow, Theater of Acculturation (Seattle, WA: The University of 	Washington Press, 2001), pp. 127-133.
2) Judith Goldstein, "Bought in Italy," in J. Peter Burgess, ed., Museum Europa: 	The European Cultural Heritage Between Politics and Economics (Bergen, 	2003), pp. 171-186.

Additional reading to be announced
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