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EDUCATION

· Ph.D. Near Eastern Languages and Cultures/Comparative Literature . University of California Los Angeles. June 2015 (Expected) 
· M.A.  Near Eastern Languages and Cultures. University of California Los Angeles.  Spring 2007

· M.A.  Middle Eastern History.  State University of California Fullerton. Winter 2004. (Advisor Prof T. Daryaee) 
· B.A. English and Persian Literature. University of Esfahan, Iran. 2001.

University of Geneva, Geneva, Switzerland, 

French Language Institute: Certified in B1 Intermediate Level, Summer 2007. 
DISSERTATION

Dissertaion: “ Persian Contemporary Magical Realism Through the Lens of Allegorical and Mystical Writings in Persian Classical Literature” 

Advisor: Dr Hossein Ziai ( August 2011) 

Advisors: (Co Advisors) Dr Nasrin Rahimmieh and Rahim Shayegan 
Reader and Committee Membership: 

Dr Michael Cooperson, Dr Abbas Milani, Dr Kathryn King, 

One of the more present genres in Modern Persian Literature is Magical realism, a writing convention initially recognized in Latin American literature. Magical realism emerged in Latin America as a mode to express and amplify the shortfalls of society and the limitations of gender relations. Subsequently, Magical Realism has become popular in feminist writings in Persian Literature; however, the language employed in Persian Magical realism differs from the standard magical realism conventions. In my dissertation I argue that the Magical Realism mode in Persian literature is a continuation of the mystical and allegorical language of Persian Classical literature rather than a completely new mode of writing. I offer a reassessment of the “genealogy” of  Modern Persian literature and place Magical realism as a modern genre that is perceived through the lens of allegorical and mystical writings. This narrative mode infuses reality with supernatural and imaginary motifs to communicate anxieties of existence, gender relations and societal transitions. It expands the realm of tangible reality to include things considered in order to represent the issues of human existentialism. I offer a rereading of Persian Magical Realism perceived through the lens of classical Persian allegorical stories and mystical writings in order to illustrate the linear trajectory from classical Persian allegorical stories to contemporary feminist writings. I support this argument by presenting three works written by contemporary feminist writer Shahrnoush Parsipur and drawing comparisons to the classical allegorical and mystical stories of Suhrawardi. I argue that Parsipur’s writings are influenced by Suhrawardi’s writing, and that Parsipur appropriated allegorical and mystical writings of classical literature and incorporated them into a new form. This technique allows Parsipur to elaborate on the issues of female sexuality and gender relations in addition to the unresolved existential issues common in mystical writings.
TEACHING EXPERIENCE (UC)

As a Teacher Assistant/Lecturer
UCLA 
University of California, Los Angeles 2005-2011
As a Teacher Assistant: 

· Persian Philosophy 11 Century, Avicenna Treaties of the Soul Responsible for discusion sessions once a week and grading (Spring 2007 Prof H. Ziai) 

· Persian Classical Literature (Selected Poetry 4th to 9th Century from six majar Classical Persian Poets) Responsible for dicussions once a week and lecture every two weeks and also grading  (Winter 2007, Prof H. Ziai)

· Introduction to Islam ( A introduction to history of Islam in the Middle East) Responsible for discussion sessions twice a week and grading. (Fall 2006, Prof. I. Poonawala)
· Sole Instructor  Third year Persian. Advanced Persian Language and Literature and  introduction to Classical Prose 10 week intensive program.   (Summer 2006 Intensive Course instructor)

· Variable Topics in Persian Philosophy Persian Treaties of Ethics.  Persian Philosophy course.  Responsible for discussion once a week and grading (Spring 2006, Prof. H.Ziai)

· Persian Analytical Prose Arabic and Persian prose on Religion and State Selected prose material by Prof Hossein Ziai. Responsible for discussion and grading.  (Winter 2006, Prof. H. Ziai)
· Persian Philosophical text ( A course on Suhravardi’s Allegorical stories)
(Fall 2006, Prof H. Ziai)

· Persian Six Major Classical Poets (A comparatvie analysis of the six Poets of Golden Age) (Spring 2005, Prof H. Ziai)

· Hafiz and Nima Youshij Comparative Analysis Poems. Responsible for discussion and grading. (Summer 2005, Prof H. Ziai) 
As a Reader:

· Persian Belles Letters. Responsible for discussion during office hours and grading.  (Adabiyyat) (Fall 2005, Prof. H. Ziai)

· Introduction to Persian Poetry.  Responsible discussion during office hours and grading.  (Fall 2006, Prof. R Shayegan)

· Introduction to Persian Poetry session B (Winter 2007, Prof R Shayegan)

As a Graduate Student Instructor (GSI) at the University of Los Angeles (UCLA) 
· First year Persian Language Instructor for Non- native students. Sole instructor.  (2010-2011)
· Third year Persian Language Instructor Summer intensive Course. Responsible for the whole course. (2006)
· Second year Persian Language Instructor  Summer Intensive Course Responsible for the whole Summer Course (2005) 
Stanford University 

Lecturer in Persian Laguage and Liteature in African and Midddle Eastern 


Program (Fall 2012 until current) 


First Year ( Elementary)  Persian (Fall 2012 till Current) 

Second Year ( Intermediate ) Persian (Fall 2012 till Current) 

Third Year ( Advance) Persian language and Literature ( Fall 2012 till Current) 

UC Berkeley 

Lecturer Persian Modern Literature (Spring 2012)
(Persian 101B Transitionl course from language to Literature, an introduction to Pre-Post Revolutioanry Iraninan prose & poetry). 

UC Irvine
·  Lecturer: First  year Persian language in the University of California Irvine. (2007-2009) Persian Language for both native and non-native students. 

· Lecturer: Second  year Persian language in the University of California Irvine. (2007-2009) Persian Language for both native and non-native students. 

Startalk Program & World Language Center UCLA

· Leading instructor for the summer, StarTalk program and sole instructor for  second year Persian for Heritage speakers (Summer 2011).
· Sole instructor, second year Persian for Persian Heritage speakers (Summer 2010)

· Sole instructor, first year Persian for Persian Heritage speakers. (Summer 2009)

· Sole instructor / Teacher Trainer for first year Persian for Persian Heritage speakers. (Summer 2008).

· Leading Instructor for the Startalk Summer program in Persian Language  (Summer 2007- 2012).

Translation/Publication Work

· First year Persian Language Book Startalk Program First Edition 2009

· Second year Persian Language Book Startalk Program second year in progress. 
· Reader for Persian third year lanugage and literatur fall 2011.

· Translations of post revolution poetry. This work is still in progress. 
· Article in Preparation 
ACADEMIC HONORS  AWARDS & GRANTS 

· Fellowships: Summer 2005 (Arabic).

· GRS (Grant for Research Studies), 2005-2006.

· FLAS ( Foreign Languages Area Studies Fellowship), 2006-2007 (Arabic). 

· GSRM ( Graduate Summer Mentorship Program), Summer 2007 ( Research  in Uni Bastion). 
· FLAS ( Foreign Languages Area Studies Fellowship), 2007-2008 (Arabic).

· Roshan Fellowship ( Roshan Cultural Heritage Institute Fellowship), 2008-2009.

· Teaching Assistant ( Teaching assistant Fellowship), 2009-2010

· Roshan Fellowship (Roshan Cultural Heritage Institute Fellowship), 2010-2011. 

· Stanford Research Fellow 2011-2012.
· Teaching assistant ( Teaching assistant Fellowship) 2011-2012 UC Berkeley. 

Attandance and Paper Presentaion in Literature Confereces 

American Oriental Society Conferece 2007  Paper Presented on Bishr Al Hafi 

ISIS  International Society of Iranian Studies 2008 Toronto 


ISIS International Society of Iranian Studies 2010 Los Angeles


MESA Middle Eastern 2011 San Diego 


ISIS   Coferecne Paper Presented Another Birth From Rumi to Farrokhzad 

          2014 Montreal 
MESA  Conference Paper to be Presented  Comparison of the Movie and  Novel 2014

ISIS   ( Europe ISIS)   2015
Invited Talks and Worshops

Language Conferences
· Heritage Language Workshop Colimbia University May 2009

· Startalk Conference Chicago October 2009 
· Language Teaching Training UCLA July 2009 

· Startalk Conference and Workshop Washington Dc May 2010

· Language Teaching Training UCLA July 2010 

· Startalk Conference Washington Dc October 2011

· Language teaching Workshop University of Portland March 2012

· Teaching Training Workshop UCLA April 2012 ( will be attending.) 

· Startalk Conference and Workshop Atlanta University May 2012 (will be attending.) 

LANGUAGES 

· English: Native fluency in reading, writng, speaking and listening. 
· Persian: Native fluency in reading, writing, speaking and listeing. 
· Arabic: Advanced Mid reading, writng, speaking and listening ( 4 years of UCLA Language and Literature Course work) 

· French:  Certified Intermidate Mid reading, writng, speaking and listening

· Spanish: Novice High, reading, writng, speaking and listening ( In Progress). 
· Research Languages: German, Hebrew, Middle Persian ( Pahlavi) Old Persian (Avesta). 
